Pulmonary veno-occlusive disease after autologous bone marrow transplant in a child with stage IV neuroblastoma: case report and literature review.
Pulmonary veno-occlusive disease (PVOD) is a rare, almost universally fatal complication of chemotherapy and bone marrow transplantation with few treatment options. A 19-month-old boy with stage 4 neuroblastoma with fatal PVOD following high-dose chemotherapy with autologous peripheral blood stem cell rescue is described here. A comprehensive literature review revealed 40 case reports of PVOD in oncology patients. Various therapeutic modalities were attempted, with four survivors. PVOD should be considered in patients with dyspnea and cardiomegaly. Less invasive diagnostic methods and more effective therapies are needed.